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River Works Backed by History and Culture of Buried Cultural Assets
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In 1996 the Ministry of Construction defined the "Basic Policy on Community and
Town Development by Protecting and Nurturing Culture". In this policy they
emphasized the direction to contribute to creating a new culture that respects the
local history upon improving the social capital stock. Later, the River Act was
revised 1n 1997 by the river authorities. Today, the importance to promote river
improvement works according to the situation of the local amenities and culture, as
well as the characteristics of the river is being re-realized. However, the situation is
also that there has not been that many aggressive efforts enforced in preserving and
utilizing buried cultural assets upon river works.
The purpose of this study is to clarify the current handling of buried cultural assets
based on results learned from questionnaires distributed to river-related
departments of the Ministry of Construction and the metropolitan/prefectural
governments to reveal the "Trends on How Buried Cultural Assets in the River are
Handled". Case studies on notable buried cultural assets in rivers around the
country were classified according to how they were excavated.
Next, we attempted to define river works that effectively featured "history and
culture”. Topics included clarification of the relationship between river works and
buried cultural assets, as well as general methods to preserve and utilize these assets.
Another focus was to learn the relationship between the manager/administrator and
the local residents.
The last area studied focused on "Reviewing the Preservation and Utilization
Method of the Imaike Artifact of Yamato River". Past results were referenced to
define the policy to improve the subject artifact from the perspective of river works
and town development. Issues on sustaining management and utilization ware
similarly studied along with the overall improvement plan according to the features
of each artifact.
Keywords: Cultural Assets; Preservation and Utilization History, Culture and River
Works; Local Residents; Sustainable Management; Imaike Arifacts of
Yamato River; Policies to Preserve the Artifact: and Plans to Preserve the
Artifact.
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Imaginary Figure of Yamato River Imaike Artifact Park (Tentative)
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