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Preface

This report covers major activities of fiscal 1999 of the Riverfront Institute, the
Technology Research Center for Riverfront Development.

The Center’s objective is to study on rivers and other riverfronts mainly for promotion
of conservation and improvement of the natural environment, landscape improvement, and
construction of super levees. Reflecting society’s increased interest in environmental
issues, studies on natural ecological conservation have been focused more than before.

The first major amendment was made to the River Law, which defines fundamental
policies for river administration, in 1997 since 1964. The conservation and improvement
of river environment has been newly positioned as an aim of river management in addition
to flood control and water use.

This administrative revolution has influenced the spread of a new set of values
concerning rivers. People have begun to acknowledge rivers as closer in their lives. They
wants enjoy rivers more and they think that river areas should be set aside for natural
flora and fauna environment at the same time.

This report includes thirty-one papers, which vary in quality from academic one to
memorandum. We would like to show our various activities including just new trends and
hot topics.

The Technology Research Center for Riverfront Development will make an effort to
improve rivers toward to the 2l-century, in ferms of land management, natural

environment conservation and friendships with people.

November, 2000

Yoshio Matsuda

President

Technology Research Center for Riverfront Development

Shunsoku Kyosai
Chief Manager

Riverfront Institute
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