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Preface

This report covers major research activities of fiscal year 1998 of the Riverfront
Research Institute, which is affiliated with the Technology Research Center for Riverfront
Development. The results of selected research have been compiled and are published
herein.

The Center's objective is to promote studies and researches in rivers concerning such
subjects as conservation and improvement of the natural environment, landscape
enhancement, and the construction of super levees. Reflecting society's heightened interest
1n environmental issues, natural ecological conservation has become the primary research

focus for these days.

In 1997 the first major amendment was made to the "River Law," which had been
defined fundamental policies for river administration of Japan since 1964. The aim of river
management has been expanded in addition to flood control and water utilization and the
improvement and conservation of river environment is newly positioned as a third focus of
the River Law.

This administrative revolution greatly promotes the spread of a new set of values
concerning rivers. In addition to the traditional focus on flood control and water utilization
as key elements of land conservation, people have begun to evaluate rivers as playing a
more intimate role in their lives. They think that rivers should provide space for
recreational activities and that perhaps river areas should be set aside for natural flora
environment and ecology.

As the 21st century is coming near, human society are increasingly subject to much
pressure, various river-related pursuits can serve to ease feelings of tension in society and
restore a sense of easiness in people's lives. We would be pleased if the studies and
researches by our Riverfront Research institute contribute in some small way to this
process.

October 1999

Yoshio Matsuda

President

The Technology Research Center for Riverfront Development

Tatsuo Koike

Chief Manager Riverfront Research Institute
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