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Preface

This report covers the major 1997 fiscal year research results of the
Technology Research Institute for Riverfront Development, established
in the Technology Research Center for Riverfront Development, officially
presented here as academic papers.

The objective of our center is to promote investigation and research
concerning conservation and improvement of the natural environment
and scenic views of waterfront areas including rivers, construction of
super levees, etc. Research concerning the conservation of natural
ecosystem has become the main focus of the content of research works,
reflecting increased interest in environmental problems.

The "River Law", which is the basis for the river administration
carried out mainly by the Ministry of Construction, was revised quite
essentially last year, with "improvement and conservation of river
environments" defined as the objectives of river administration, forming
the foundation of river administration for the 21st Century, which will
include the participation of local residents in the drawing up of the River
Development Plan.

This change of administrative attitude has the merit of encouraging
the development of a sense of values that considers rivers a more
intimate part of people's daily lives, with the feeling that people should
use rivers for play and enjoyment or that they should leave rivers to be
the habitats of natural life forms, in addition to carrying out tasks such
as flood control and water utilization related to fundamental national
conservation.

Human activities are becoming increasingly restricted as the 21st
century approaches; various river-related activities help relieve the
feelings of tension in society, and help people regain the feelings of ease
and comfort. We will be very pleased if the investigation and research
activities of our center contribute even slightly to this.

Finally, we would be very happy to hear your opinions and
impressions concerning the contents of this report.

March 1998
Yoshio Matsuda

President
The Technology Research Center for Riverfront Development

Tatsuo Koike
Chief Manager, Riverfront Research Institute
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