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Preface

This annual report officially presents the major results of 1996 fiscal year
research conducted by the Technology Research Institute for Riverfront
Development, attached to the Technology Research Center for Riverfront
Development.

Today's demands for rivers and riverfronts are accurately reflected in our
research; consequently the number of research themes concerning restoration
of the natural environment and ecological investigations account for about
two-thirds of this report, and the topics concerning urban development and
scenic views along river banks has decreased.

This year, 1997, is the 10th year since the Technology Research Center
for Riverfront Development has been established. During these ten years, we
have covered many themes including improvement of scenery of waterfront
areas, super levee projects, river improvement projects so called "Home
country river", and creation of "nature-rich" rivers and have attempted to
propagate up-to-date ideas and methodologies. Meanwhile, innovative trials,
which are formerly considered bold or reckless beyond the boundaries of
conventional technologies, are now accepted by concerned persons and the
public, and the significance of such trials have been acknowledged.

Furthermore, a quite essential amendment of the River Law was enacted
this year for modernizing the foundation of administration directed to 21st
Century, that is, conservation and enhancement of river environments is
positioned as one of purposes of river management.

From now on, people should expect and demand not only the completion
and intensification of river disaster prevention measures but various virtues of
rivers such as scenic views, natural ecology and recreation, therefore, our
Center will make great efforts to achieve many good results, in order to
respond appropriately to people's expectation and requests.

Finally, we would be very grateful to receive any comments or questions
you may have regarding this report.

March 1997

Yoshio Matsuda

President
Technology Research Center for Riverfront Development

Tatsuo Koike
Head of Technology Research Institute for Riverfront Development
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