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Environmental Creation of Nakanogo Recreational Area regarding Nature Regeneration
of the Maruyama River
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In Japan, many river improvement works and field improvements have been carried out from the Meiji period to the
present, and while human living environments have become richer, the number of floodplain wetlands has decreased
and river environments have become simpler due to the straightening of river channels and the construction of levees.
In addition to these effects, the stork, a special natural treasure of Japan, has decreased in number due to the deterioration
of its habitat caused by the felling of nesting trees and the use of agricultural chemicals, and has temporarily disappeared
from the Maruyama River basin, which was its last habitat in Japan. Based on the recognition that the natural
environment of the Maruyama River when it was inhabited by storks is now a safe, secure, and rich environment for
people as well, efforts are being made to conserve and restore the river environment where diverse organisms can live
and grow, making environmental considerations essential in the implementation of flood control projects. In general,
flood control areas are developed for the purpose of improving flood control safety. They not only function as flood
control to prevent flood damage, but also provide habitat and nurturing environments for wild animals and plants, as
well as recreation and environmental learning opportunities for local residents during times of normalcy. The Nakago
Recreational Area, which is scheduled to be developed in the middle and lower reaches of the Maruyama River, will
restore and create large wetlands that were once lost, and is being promoted as a green infrastructure that will provide
both flood control and environment. Two recreational areas, Upper Pond and Lower Pond, are planned for the Nakago
Recreational Area. This paper describes the series of processes for creating a large-scale wetland in the Nakago
Recreational Area, focusing on the Lower Pond, which was discussed by the Maruyama River System Nature
Restoration Promotion Committee's Technical Subcommittee last year.

Keywords: nature restoration plan, multi-natural river creation, recreational area, wetland creation, green
infrastructure, ecosystem network, maintenance and management plan, regional cooperation
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