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Investigation into the Utilization of Higher Ground Town Planning
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In the July 2020 report from the Council for Social Infrastructure Development, which recommended a shift to
sustainable watershed flood control that is carried out across the entire basin with the cooperation of all basin residents,
higher ground town planning in zero-meter zones was mentioned as a measure to reduce the damage caused. The
national government and the Tokyo Metropolitan Government published the "Vision for a Disaster-Resilient Tokyo"
(December 2020), and the Tokyo Metropolitan Government formulated the "Tokyo Resiliency Project" (December
2022), which calls for higher ground town planning and the promotion of construction of high-standard levees. The
purpose of the project is to ensure the safety of lives and a minimum standard of living for evacuees, as well as to allow
social and economic activities to continue to a certain degree, even in the event of large-scale flooding that cannot be
contained in facilities. In this paper, we focus on higher ground town planning utilizing the tops of high-standard levees
in order to promote the development of higher ground town planning in light of the fact that water-related disasters will
become more severe and more frequent in the future due to climate change and examine the use of higher ground
developed through higher ground town planning. Until now, the role and function of high ground as part of town
planning has been considered in tandem with the role of high-standard levees, since the tops of such levees are utilized,
but comparing conventional high-standard levees with higher ground town planning, the roles required in the
community will change, and this project proposes new considerations and measures to utilize the space during normal

times to promote the development of such communities.

Keywords: watershed flood control, higher ground town planning, high-standard levees, evacuation site, wide-area

evacuation, disaster recovery base, creating a lively environment
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