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Community Development Integrating Rivers in the Asahi River in Okayama City Center
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The Asahi River flows between Okayama castle known as the raven castle and Koraku—en garden, one of the three
outstanding gardens in Japan, in the center of Okayama City, and provides valuable space of beautiful scenery with a
historic and cultural atmosphere. The area around Okayama castle and Koraku—en garden, located around 2 km from
Okayama station and very close to the city center, has cultural facilities including art and other museums, and is called as
the Okayama cultural zone. However, the area is not so attractive for visitors to walk around, and is not lively in ordinary
days.

Therefore since 2013 fiscal year, efforts to gain prosperity in the area have been conducted by the Okayama River
Management office, MLIT, Okayama City Hall, and other agencies, by utilizing Community Development Integrating River
support project.

This paper updates the efforts in 2016 fiscal year, especially on the study on improvement of walkability along the Asahi
River and the “Mizbering Okayama Asahi River 2016.”

Keywords: community development integrating river, mizbering, improvement on migration, creating a space for
prosperity
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