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Studies on Restoration of Riverboat Transportation and Riverside
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The Tone River was an important traffic route in a broad water network in which people
and commodities went back and forth between Tohoku, Boso and Edo (currently Tokyo)
up to the late 19th century. Wharfs integrated with the towns along the riverside were
the sites where many boats and people bustled, and gathered. Those places eventually
developed into a foundation of culture and industry. Today, such situation no longer
exists. '
The Ministry of Construction has strived to promote ideal river environment and the
community works. Examples include emergency wharf preparation for earthquake
disaster and providing programs using patrol vessels for the people to experience boat
riding. Several municipalities along the river have positioned Tone River as a local
resource to make their towns attractive.
This study drew up a concept on restoration of riverboat transportation and the
riverside in and along the Tone River. The concept shows a plan of the restoration for
four blocks divided by regional characteristics and the action plan..
As a result, it was found that "town development” and "river development" activities
linked with the government and lead by the community was vital to ensure that the
program was successful since there were limitations to what government-lead programs
could do.
Keywords: Riverboat Transportation, Riverside Restoration, Local Revitalization, Partnership,
Tie-up, Leaming, and Soil Transportation.
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