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Rivers are recently becoming an invaluable open space that has been recognized of
its rich with natural galore. Its function as a friendly site to closely affiliate
recreation, sports and nature is also becoming a focal point. Further, the awareness
toward the river as an invaluable spot that creates local amenities and culture is
similarly heightening.

Creation of an ideal river environment in the future involves cooperative
partnership between the local residents, autonomous government concerned and the
river manager. This is an important approach to exercise measures over the
riverway. It is also indispensable to promote information exchange and rear human
resources to establish a "Partnership” that distributes the vital roles with civic
participation.

The "Study Group on River Management Through Partnership" was organized in
fiscal 1997 backed by such civic and governmental measures and the social situation
of the river. The "Declaration Concerning River Management Partnerships" was
summarized in June 1999.
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Case studies and related information on river management through governmental
and civic partnership will be collected, gathered and reviewed backed by this
Declaration. The goal is to define a partnership that the general public and NPO can
utilize. Another target is to come up with measures to actualize river management
through partnership, as well as review and highlight precautions upon river
management.
As a result, it was found that cooperative partnership was indispensable in defining
the river management system by various main bodies. Appropriate distribution of
roles by those concerned and measures through cooperative partnership was also a
must to ensure smooth and successful river management.
The final goal is to further promote river management through a partnership
program in the future. To do this there is a need to widely study case studies and
many measures exercised, as well as widely provide this diverse information to those
concerned backed by the goal of betterment.
Keywords: Partnership, River Management, Community Participation, NPO, NGO and
Cooperative Partnership.
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