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Studies to Define the Organism List upon Conducting a
National Census on River Environments
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The Ministry of Construction conducts a National Census on River Environments.
The "Fiscal 1995 Version of the National Census on River Environments: Living
Organism Catalog" (hereafter called FY95 Catalog) is used to classify the cataloging
of plant and animal species. There were no references that covered a wide range of
biological classification upon promoting the national census with this paper. As a
result, references were originally created as material to further this study. However,
the FY95 Catalog is currently in need for revisions since it is no longer feasibly
practical. This is due to the increase in the number of species with the discovery of
new species and review of the current class. The other reason would be due to
introduction of new identification and findings with academic development. As a
result, there was increased need to confirm species that were not cataloged when
studies were conducted.

Apimal and plant life are classed and defined according to a ranking order that is

defined along specific guidelines. Then each living organism is given a scientific
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name and Japanese name. However, there are just too many species. Therefore, it is
not possible to class all animal and plant life and give them a name. What's more,
though the species may already be given a scientific name it may have more than
two scientific names though they are the same species. There are also cases where
several Japanese names are given to one scientific name. What's more, the common
name may also vary according to region. All of these cases are not uncommon.
Upon revising the catalog of living species there was a need to commence a Screening
Committee organized according to each investigative item upon conducting a
National Census on River Environments., Then the range of documentation in the
catalog, the ranking order and the references was then reviewed. After that the
scientific name was defined and standardized. The
revisions were then reflected in the fiscal 1999 river version of "List of Plants and
Animals for the National Census on the River Environment" that covers
approximately 3,300 plant species, approximately 12,000 invertebrate species and
approximately 1,500 vertebrate species. This information was also incorporated in
the electronic information system of River Environment Information.
Keywords: National Census on River Environments, Catalog of Living Species, List of
Plants and Animals, Screening Committee, Classification, and ldentification.
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