BRI DWT
Sakagawa River Restoration Plans for Sakagawa River
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The head of Sakagawa River is in the plateau lands of Kashiwa City located in the
northwestern strip of Chiba Prefecture. Sakagawa River is a small river flows with
51.4km?® of basin area through Matsudo City then into Edo River. Roughly 70% of its
basin is in Matsudo City and it is located in a blessed spot that is comfortably situated
about 20 km from the metropolis. For this reason, Matsudo City continued to develop as
the bedtown of the metropolitan area. Sakagawa River is a typical urban river. Its
spatial use, water quality and other river aspects of the river environment are
worsening. Therefore, there is imminent need for a riverway improvement plan that is
integrated with town development projects, and includes the participation of the
residents and Matsudo authorities.



The goal is to seek for a "Sakagawa River Flow where People Gather and Create
History", as hailed by the slogan, backed by the above circumstances. Thus, the River
Restoration Plan was defined to integrate the urban environment with the natural and
historical environment around the Sakagawa River area. Upon devising a plan, there
was a need to focus on residential participation to ensure an open river improvement
plan. For this reason, a two phase system was adopted. Phase One entailed "Review of
the basic policies with local representatives in form of a friendly gathering”. Phase Two
mnvolved "Defining the River Restoration Plan in form of a Workshop through
cooperation of the local residents and government".
The basic policy defined at the friendly gathering highlighted "restoration of the river
ecosystem, creation of a landscape that harmonized with the townscape, and
preservation and utilization of the red brick bridges". The basic themes of the workshop
were to "see", "think", "extract", "create” and "summarize" with consideration to the
above. What's more, the goal was to define a plan that pinpointedly reflected the recent
discussion items in this plan. Specific items incorporated in the plan included: creation
of the waterfront, greening of the embankment, development of embankments with
loose slopes, development of walkways and pocket parks, dynamic preservation of the
red brick bridges, creation of a green network by adding a greenbelt to the management
route, and restoration of the riverfront.
To ensure that future plans are executed, there is a need for the river manger to keep in
mind that river works does not necessarily satisfy the essence of "restoration”. Therefore,
the goal 1s to develop a new promotional organization backed by the organization of this
Workshop.
Keyword: River Restoration Project, Hydrophilic, Ecosystem, Preservation of Red Brick
Bridges, Green Network, and Green Workshop.
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Fig.1 Aerial Photo of Sakagawa River
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Fig.2 Flow of Sakagawa Workshop and Scene From Debate
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Fig.3 Target of Sakagawa River Restoration Project
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Fig.4 Basic Policy of Sakagawa River Restoration Project
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Fig.5 Flat Diagram of Sakagawa River Restoration Project .
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Fig.6 Conceptual Diagram to Promote the
Sakagawa River Restoration Project
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Fig.7 Cooperative System to Promote Sakagawa River Restoration Project
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