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River management partnerships
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Interest in and expectations of rivers have been intensifying in recent years. These
encompass not only the green, aquatic space that nvers offer but also the role that rivers
play in nature, history, culture, and other respects.

The creation of good river environments is impossible without a customized approach
that fits the particular conditions of each river and locale. There are limits to how much
river-management experts can accomplish on their own. The process must involve a
broader group — encompassing citizens, local government officials, and experts in river
management — with its sights set on restoring a healthy water cycle. The different
segments of this group should keep each other adequately informed at all times and
endeavor to cooperate closely, thereby forging links for taking concrete action.

This societal context surrounding rivers, along with efforts being made by citizens and
the authorities, has served as the backdrop for the “Declaration Concerning River
Management Partnerships.” The declaration advocates an approach to river
management that involves the formation of suitable partnerships among different
groups and is based on the spectfic features of individual rivers and the qualities that
distinguish regions. This report provides an overview of the declaration.
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