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Shizunaifurukawa Waterfront Development Plan
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The Shizunaifurukawa River is a small river that runs through the center of Shizunai Town in
the heart of Hidaka region of Hokkaido, and flows into a main river, the Shizunaigawa. The flow
of the water occasionally reverses at the estuary, and the normal flow volume is not large. As a
result, the waterquality has deterionated.
Toe solve these problems, a riverfront development plan has been formulated as a “furusato
(hometown) improvement project” The Committee was organized to study the
Shizunaifurukawa Waterfront Development Plan. This committee, which includes members with
academic and professional background in this field, mapped out guidelines featuring the
following key concepts: greenery, the ecosystem, water quality, scenery, and easy access to the
water.
The content of the committee’s deliberations there was presented during informal community
gatherings. The opinions and requests expressed were then relayed back to the committee. Such
a process produced a plan that closely reflects residents’ views.
Moreover, the plan was amended to accommodate the public’s desire to enjoy the water. Since a
sewage-processing plan alone would not yield water of sufficient quality for human contact, it
was decided to pipe in water for this purpose and then use it to purify the Shizunaifurukawa
water. The plan calls for using surplus water that has become available from the existing
Shizunaigawa River headwork because of the reduced volume of irrigation water rights. The
project will make full use of a network of agricultural canals to transport this water to the
Shizunaifurukawa River.
Key words : deterioration of water quality, “furusato (hometown) river” improvement project, greenery,
ecosystem, water quality, scenery, easy access to the water water purification,
importation of water for purification, agricultural canal, irrigation water rights
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Fig.1 Area Covered by the Plan
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Table 1 Chronology of Activities of the 2001
Clear Streams Group Studying the
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Table 2 Overview of Surveys
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Fig.2 Guidelines Formulation Process
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Fig.4 Shizunaifurukawa Waterfront Development Planing Map
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Table 3 Improvement Guidelines and Development of Facilities for Each Zone
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Fig.5 The Plan's Water-Quality Targets
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