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Survey of River Projects and Historical Cultural Facilities
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In Japan's development, alluvial plain has provided the main centers for living and culture, and
much of the country's historical cultural heritage for many years has been built up. In recent river
projects, the conservation and extensive use of our historical cultural heritage which has been
intimately involved with the formation of local culture and the history of civil engineering, are
gradually being considered important, comparable to the importance of conservation of the
natural environment. With this background, the Ministry of Construction has stipulated "Basic
Principles for Creation of Localities and Towns which Protect and Cultivate Culture” (June 25,
1996), and decided to work more actively on creation of localities and towns with rich cultural
atmospheres. In this survey, we investigated existing precedents concerning concepts for the
evaluation of historical cultural heritage and ideal ways to conserve them, and studied concrete
working methods concerning the ideal way to conserve and make great use of our historical
cultural heritage in river projects.
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Table 1 Direction of Development of
"Basic Principles for Creation
of Localities and Towns
which Protect and Cultivate
Culture"
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Table 2 Conerete Forms of "Housing and
Social Capital Development that
Transmit the Spirit of History
Create New Harmony"
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Table 3 In River Projects, "Historical
Cultural Heritage are:
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Table 4 Outline of Survey Concerning Existing Historical Cultural Heritage
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Table 5 Relationship between Cultural Assets Protection

Law and Historical Cultural Heritage Survey
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Fig. 2 Conceptual Illustration of Distribution of Historical Cultural Heritage in River Basin
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Table 6 Outline of Case Study of River Project and Culture
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Table 7 Measures for Preservation
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