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Measures for Extensive Use of Waterways in Urban Areas
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We used to take great care of the waterways running through urban areas, as the
waterfronts supporting our living. A rich environment was created, and culture was
formed. However, accompanying the advance of modernization, the value of waterways was
ignored, and waterways disappeared. Urban areas must carry out many tasks related to
water, such as the ensuring of water for fire-fighting, the taking of measures against
worsened water quality, and the creation of waterfront rich in the bounty of nature. As an
improvement measure, we considered how to make great use of waterways.

We summarized the uses of waterways, collected precedents of extensive use of waterways,
and studied measures for making great use of waterways in Takayama city, as a case study.
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Fig. 1 Waterway Uses
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Fig. 2 Precedents Making Great Use of Waterways for Creation of Better Towns
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Photo 1: Scenery of the Traditional Town
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Photo 2 Diversion of Waterways
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Table 1 Water-related Tasks and Possibility of Making Great Use of Waterways
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