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Division of Habitats of Benthic Fauna, and Application to Evaluation of River Environments
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Many benthic fauna are less migratory in water areas than are fish, depending directly on
the immediate physical environment such as river bed materials in their habitat; therefore,
they are considered to provide accurate expression of the environmental conditions of a
specific location, as indicators of their water area environment. We studied methods for
accurately understanding and evaluating the environment inhabited by benthic fauna,
through the investigation of existing documents concerning the midstream basin of the
Yura river, and we suggest IEI (Index of Ecological Indicator) as a new evaluation index.
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Fig. 1 Diversity of benthic fauna
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