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Evaluation of River Environment using National Census data of River Environments.
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The national census of river environments is an investigation done throughout Japan with

unified method and content, and its results are considered extremely important.

We

studied the effectiveness and future direction of evaluation of river environments using
various evaluation scales including degree of natural vegetation remaining, artificial
facilities applied, appropriate features of rivers, and diversity of life, from 2 viewpoints: the
national level and the single river system level.
Key words: River environmental evaluation, diversity of life, degree of natural

vegetation remaining, degree of application of artificial facilities, degree of

original features of river
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Fig. 2 Elements to be understood prior to evaluating diversity of life in rivers
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Fig. 3 Histogram of Score values for 109
river systems in Japan
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Table 2 Classification by Environment Agency of degree of natural vegetation
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Table 3 Degree of natural vegetation with consideration of typical features of rivers
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Table 6 Score values at each point for
benthic fauna in "S" river
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Table 7 10 top-ranked rivers according
to naturalized area rates

[ RAE *EG | FIE | RERE |
R all 444
nH ) 3. 1%
i =2/ 30. 7%
X5E Ti 7464
T =0 i*mu 248
M RURIT [+ gl 2.3
CE BB 233
3 FIRIT__ [0 - i 2.4
il BRI | EPI 20,54
M R 19.0%
F—8 RIEmEmiB=EH, 1 RLITOAIN

Table 8 Rivers with naturalization rates
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Fig. 5 Mean values of individual occupancy
rates for imported species and
naturalized species in each region
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Table 9 Rates for naturalized species
and imported species
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Table 10 Situation of appearance of
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