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Super Levees and Anti-disaster Functions of Rivers
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After the Great Hanshin and Awaji Earthquake of January 17, 1995, wide-area. emergency
transportation using ships showed great efficacy while emergency road transportation was
obstructed due to fallen buildings that cut the road network in many places. Based on the
experiences of this earthquake, the possibility of using vessels ascending 3 major rivers,
the Arakawa, Tamagawa and Edogawa was investigated, assuming that an earthquake with
its epicenter directly below the Metropolitan Tokyo zone would occurr; the possibilities of
making extensive use of river management facilities which would be improved jointly with
the construction of super levees, and the planning of cooperation between local and
wide-area disaster-prevention activity stations were investigated.
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Fig. 1 Rivers and disaster-prevention plans of each Fig. 2 Map of areas in danger of disaster in the Metrepolitan Tokyo zone

local government body (hypothetical scope of spread of fire)
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Fig. 3 Parks and tree-planted areas in Tokyo
Reconstruction Plan
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Table. 1 Actual example of use of river area
after an earthquake
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Network map of principal roads and roads in river areas for emergency use
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